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Objective/Learning Target: 
Chapter 12.1 Infectious Diseases

○ Differentiate between infectious and noncommunicable diseases
○ Compare signs with symptoms for detecting the presence of disease
○ Understand how infections affect the body
○ Summarize the stages of infection in the body.
○ Compare the various microorganisms that can affect the body

●



Bell Work
Take the following self assessment:



Germ Theory

•A scientific concept 
stating that specific 
microorganisms cause 
specific diseases



Infectious 
Diseases

● Caused by 
microorganisms living 
in or on humans, 
animals or plants

- communicable diseases 
are caused by pathogens 
that can be transmitted 
from one living thing to 
another





Incubation 
Period

● The time between the 
pathogen’s entrance into 
the body and the first 
appearance of symptoms
○ Varies from disease to 

disease



Clinical Stage

● Signs and symptoms 
characteristic of the 
disease arise



Convalesent 
Stage

● After the immune 
system successfully 
destroys the pathogen



Bacteria

● Single celled 
organisms living in 
nearly every possible 
place that can sustain 
life



Virus

● A pathogen that 
infects cell and uses 
their energy because 
it cannot reproduce or 
grow on its own



Fungi

● Built from larger cells that 
resemble animal cells far 
more than bacterial cells
○ Mycosis - fungal infection
○ Opportunistic infection - 

takes advantage of 
bodies weakened 
immune system



Parasites
● Organisms that must live 

inside or on another living 
thing



Protoza

● Single celled organisms; 
they possess a nucleus 
and other complex 
structures and are larger 
than bacteria



Activity


